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COOETTIETIE 


Advertiſement. | 


"His Letter of Ph:lalethes\, both 2s $1 
coming from an Unknown Hand,and 
M TEQUILINg ſuch a Publick Anlwer,. the 
| Pxh9p to whom it was Addreſgd, as,well 
as the Reſt who are Concern'd in the Name | 
of the Society, tho' moſt willing to give Sa- 
tisfaG&ion unto All, did {ce the Neceſſity to 
refrain from certain Particular Informations, | 
(which yer hereafter may be produc'd) of the 
Preſent State of the Same, either in this King. 
dom, : or, Elſewhere ;- and that-the more be- 
cauſe of ſomeW rong,and Dangerous Appli- 
cations that have been already madeby ſome, 
"againſt the-Undertakers of [Their Tranſat1- 
6ns,,or AJ a Philadelpbica. | 
And whereas it may be Objeced againſt 
-rhe Calculation, p. 27. that fome who have 
- much ſtudyd this Marter, do yet protra& 
the Time for Seventy Years; even that will 


not 


not be Material, though likewiſe no more 
be meant by the Cleanfing the SanRuary, 


'” | then the Firſt Viſble Beginnings of it; 


by the FALL of That which has 
Polluted it. For if the Alarm was given 
to the Old World an Hundred and 
Twenty Years before it was Accom- 
pliſhd; Seyenty Yeats may not ſeem 
| to be fo long Now to Warn and Awaken 
the Slumbering Nations, to prevent the Im- 
pendent Judgments that will certainly over- . 
take them, unleſs they Repent, and pre- 
pare to meet their Saviour. 

As for what is Herein more Peculiarly 
Addreſsd to One Communion among Pro- 
teftants, the Argument does equally (yea: 
2 fortiori) preſs the Divided Communions 
from it in this Kingdom, and in Ireland, 
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P ON occaſion of thoſe Philadelphian Papers, and Theofo- 

phical Tranſa&ions that fly about, we are often ask'd in 

the City, both by our Friends in Converſation, and by 
others that are Inquiſitive or Scrupulous. What theſe Philadelpht- 
ans ar; this new Se& with a hard Name ? Whar are their peculi- 
ar Principles or PraCtiſes? How arc they diſtinguiſh'd from other 
Chriſtians, and onnrncly from thoſe of the Church of England 
on the one Hand, and from the —_— on the other 2 Why do 
they ſeperate from us , and affect Singularicy and a particular 
Title ? with many ſuch Queſtions which we cannot well Anſwer 
3 for want of a full Account of the true State of rhis Society. 1 
$ Anſwer theſe Queſtions as well as1 can, but am ſenſible char I 
want Inftru&ions to give a full Anſwer to ſome of them. I tell 
them they differ not from the Proteſtant Churches as to external 
Communion; they do not refuſe Communion with them, ei 
in hearing the Word, or receiving the Sacraments, and therefore 
make no Schiſm. Bur, ſay they, why then do theſe Philadelphi- 
ans make their ſeparate Mectings, and on Sundays, tn rime of Di- 
vine Service in Our Churches? I could nor well anſwer that Que- 
ſtion, and therefore leave it to you 

a” | 


(2) 

As to their dift-rence from the Zuakers, I told them, they were 
not ſo lilly as.co. place Religion in Showing and Theeingyin keeping: 
on their Hars, or in a ſad Countenance, as the Hypocrites had in 
our Saviour's tim?. Theſe have no external Badge or Mark of di- 
ſin&ion, but arc above thoſe little Aﬀe&artions or Superſtitions. 
Very well ſay they, but do rhey not agree with the uakers, as to 
rhe internal Principle of a Light within, and a private Spirit of 
Revelation yr 9.0 6 I could not fully anſwer rothis, which 
you better utxderſtand, and can inform us in. 

Then as to their peculiar Principles, I told chem 1 knew none but 
thar ſingle Opinion, That the Coming of Chriſt was near at Hand ; 
and therefore they think it their Duty to wara and awaken the 
World, that they may prepare for that great and ſolemn Time, 
by a good Life, univerſal Charity, and Ulaion amongſt the jProte- 
ſtant Cheches. Very welt, {aid they,” This is gobd Adviet, and 
ar 2] vimes ſeafonthle. Bur what s trave rhey'to believe 
and Affirm that the coming of Chriſt is near at Hand. I confeſt 
ro them I did not remember any Proof or Grounds they haye gi- 
ven us of their Judgment in this particular, neither conld 1 diſcern 
from what Topicks they would fetch their Evidence. I confider'd 
with'ny lf, feeittg this isa thing that cannot be fornd out by 
Reaſon, they mult come tothe knowledge of it either by private 
Reyclation, or by publick Revelation, fixch as is. made to us zl fn 

ipetare, If they have it, or prerend tro have ic by privare Reve- 
Litzon, they muſt give'us tome Afiurance, (by Miracles, «x forme 0- 
ret way) that this is no Fiftion or Deludron of theirs, bur x real 
Mfpiration from rhe Divine _ - They know how mutry have 
deceiv'd themfetves, or have decery?d orhers by fuch Pretences; and 
chetefore they ought to be'more careful what they Vent and Af- 
firm/im this kind. "Tis a bold and prefuriptuous a Thing to fa* 
ther. one. Thoughts upon the Spirit of God, and obtrude them up- 
&n the World under that facred Notion, without fare Evidenee. 

If theyappeal tothe wrirren Word of God, we'are always rea- 
dy to begovern'd by that Rule, and defire them ro: name thoſe 
Texts of Scripture thar declave, or from whence it may be collet-" 
ed, that the commg of Chrilt is ar Hand, We know rhere are ſc- 
veral places of Sriprure thar ſpoke (according wo # literal common: 
Cenſtruftion) of that Coming of Chriſt, as near'in the Apoſtles 
tame, but thoſe places:cannot now be of nfe to them in this Caſe. 
As to the Propkelies in the Revelations: of $t. Jobn, what is ſaid 
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in the 11 and 16th, Chapters, ſeems rather to make againſt them- 
Stverat things there mentioned mult be accomplith'd before the com- 


ing of our Saviour. In the 11th. Chapter the Wirnefſes muſt 


rite, and after their Reſurreion muſt Aſcend, and the renth 
part of the City mult fall, and the 2d. Yo mult paſsaway before 
the 7th. Trnmpet ſound, and even in thax, there is a Moe befor: 
the Blefſed Timrs come on. In the 16th. Chapter rhe Vials of 
God's Wrathare poured out, and whether any of them he atrcady 
palt, is a ditpurable Point amongf rhe belt Interprerers; much lets 
do we know what diſtance is requir'd b:twixt the effxion of ga: 
Vial and another. Ir is alſo ncceffary thar they ſhau'd fy the be- 
ginotugot the Reign of Anti-Chrift, and thoſe other Epsche's thar 
1 to. bc Contemporary with it, before they can Chronological- 
ly computc the time of our Saviour's coming. And you know-fome _ 
perſons of late have not had tuck-ſucceſs in their Propherical Predict- 
1090s and Calculations, as to encourage others to venture upon the 
ſame Deſign, withour good Warrant. I will not mention to 
you the Converſion of the Zews, which is uſually look*d upon as 
Antecedent to the coming of Chriſt. But if you make the- ſeven 
Churches (as yo. ſeem to do) to repreſent 7 Periods in the Chri- 
ſtian Church, we are not yet in the laſd Period, nor in the Pe- 
nultimate. For ſuppoſe the Phaladelphian ſtate to be coming on, 
there is ſtill, a. Zacdicean Period after that, which muſt have its 
time and duration, how great or how litrle we cannot define, - 
Thelc Conliderations are obvious to every one that refle&s upon 
the Queſtion concerning the Diſtance or Approach of our Saviours 
ing. And it ſeems neceflary that the Philadelphian Society (both 
for their own fatisfattion, and the farisfaRion of others) ſhould 
diſtin&tly ſtate and explain theſe cy , before rhey alarm the 
World, and expoſe themſelves and theſe myſteries of Providence to 
miſtaken Conſtrutions. If. you pleaſe ro Print this Paper with 
your Anſwer to it, wben you have occaſion, you will Oblige, 


Sir, | 
Your Humble Servantz 


Philalethes. 


The 
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\ 4 Hen I received your Letter, 1 was not a little pleasd 
V at the Candour and Generoſity of it on one- fide: - 


and the more I confider*d how hard you preſs the 
Philadelphians on the other fide, my Pleaſure ſtill create with 
my Admiration, ro find that there are not wanring ſome, who then 
when they make the moſt V igorous Artack, are able to do it with- 
out loſing ſo much as one Grain of the True Chriſtian Temper. 
For it mult needs be own*d, that you have not only fallen upon che 
True Knot of the Q1eſtion ; butthat you have manag*d it with all 
the Dexterity, and Solidity, that ir is poſſible I think for the 
Martter to bear. 

I freely acknowledge that the Difficulties by you either Propos*d 
or Imply?d, are weighty : I acknowledge there are knots not eaſily 


'to be Solv'd. But becauſe lI perceive that you are a ſincere Lover of 


Truth, (according to the Name which you take) greatly concern'd 
for the Honour of Religion, very deſirous to be Inform'd about th: 
Pretenſions of the Philade/phian Society, and to know what Anſwers 
are to be made both to the 7:quijitive and the Scrupulows, concerning 
the true State of this Society, and the Grounds of their Appear- 
anc: at this Time ; I count my Self however oblig'd to give you 
what ſatisfaCtion I can at preſent in this grand Matter, and in the 
ſame Manner which wr have defir'd it. Wherefore I ſhall firſt tell 
you, What theſe Philadelphians are. 

You know that Philadelphia was, (and is ſtill) a City in the leſ- 
ſer Aſia; call'd by the Tarks at this Day, the City of God, which is 
in th-ir Language Allgbſcheir. But upon what Ground it is ſo 
call'd, I leave you to Inquire. Ir is the ſixth, you know of thoſe 
ſeven Cities, the Seats of ſo many Churches, to which the Lord 
after his Aſcenſion wrote ſo many Epiſtles, full of deep and ſecret 
Truths, hard to be underſtood. Whence there is this continual Call, 
He that hath az Ear to hear, let bim hear, what the SPIRIT ſaith unto 
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2 | 
the Churches, or unto all the Ages, Periods and Succeſſions thereof; | 
as the beſt laterpreters do gather. For not unto them alone were 
theſe Prophetical Epiſtles, as we believe, addreſs'd : but unto all 
that ſhould come after them ; even to us, (though far of both 
with reſye& to Place, and Time) and to the Geaeratio1s whictt | 
are yet to follow us, and to all that the Lord ſhall call. You 
know that the Church of Philadelphia is of all the ſeven repreſ:n- 
ted as withour Fault or Blame, yet of very low, and meaa e- 
ſteem in the World ; having at firſt bur a- little Strength, Pow- 
cr or Splendor, and fo oblig'd to pats through a moſt ſevere Pro- 
bation, beyond all others , and to undergo all manner of Con - 
tempt and Ignominious Treating, even from thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves to be Chriſtians : and ſhall bave greater Outward Power 
andStrength. For ir is expedient thar irsMembers be Try*d whether 
they will keep the word of the Paric ice of Jeſus; whether they will' 
boldly Confeſs, and not Deny his Spirit, or Name; and whether: 
they will ſo hold faſt unto the end, as not to ſuffer any to ſup- 
plant or deprive them of their Crown, or of thoſe high Preroga- 
tives Which are pccnliarly promisg'd ro the Conquerors in this 
State or Period. You know that Love is the Chriſtian Badg, and 
that main diſtinguiſhing Charafter, whereby the Primitive Chri- 
ftians were diſcern'd from all rhe Sets and Religions which were 
then in the World : and that by an Alluſion, which is moſt uſu 
al in Scripture, Philadelphia-is ſer to _ Brotberly Aﬀe& ion. | 
You pleate to read rhe Charter of } hiladelphianiſmin the Epiſtle tc 
that Church, you may thence. beſt be able ro underſtand what 
True Philadelphian is: and to diſcern;the. proper Marks annd Cha- 
racteriſticks of an Angel of this Church. 

* Well, but you will juſtly ſay ro me, where is there ſuch: : 
© Church as this upon the Earth? Is ic among you ? No: ye your 
© ſelves do not pretend that you are cither Infallible, or lImpecca 
*ble.. You cannot fay that-you are without: Fault or-Blarre, bu 
© on the, contrary, do own your ſelves to ſtand in much Weak- 
* neſs and Imperfeft:on on one Hand, and in much ſuperfluity and miz< 
* ture. on the other. And where will you find ſuch An els, of 
p + wks as may have the Care of ſich an Hily-and True Church # 
* Where are theſe Pillars of the Philadelphian Temple ? Theſe con 
: onnyg: Worthies that have endur'd out the Hour of Temptarti- 
© on? Theſe Prieſts that do'truly bear upon them the Name of: 
*God, and of Chriſt, and of the City of. God Admit ir be 


rrue 
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"true, that the. D:d Philadelphia Church in- the Lydian Afia might 
* caallenge theſe great Timings: admir alio that all theſe Promiſes 
| *© may be cxtendzd/ro furnre Suceeffions. in the-Church, /and thar 
| |* there is ſuch a Fhiladeiphian Srave: of Ara to be expetted, that 

**maay-excell rhe. formrr, as the Antityp? doth the Type, yet 
[© what is all this to that New Seft with a bard Name, winch is Here 
* arts wp this prefent Year ? | £011 


#hat are Theſe Philadelphiant 


| 

| Tſe are to be known Hat they arc, if you behold the firſt 
Draught, ter whici tbey have 1at: and. do examine; the Claims 
whica they make torhe Chartcr.thati have before refetr'd you to. 
Wherefore if yau will. pats; a right-.Jadgment on the/Gopy, | 
[mult (e2d ro: you the Quiigina), to compare: i& by./ / And! here you 
'will do a moſt excellent Service; for' which-Þ my Self, and as 
(may As arc concernad with mein this truly Great Detign, ſhall 
be obligd to thank you, and ro. own it for the moſt ' Meritorious 
AXQt of Fraternal Li? ;.it you pleaſe/but vo diſcover the Defetts 
of the Copy, ſa.thatthey may be Corrected; and the Copy made 
perteftly contormablergo/.ums Original! Or if ir- hould* appear” to 
S even Whally, and Fundamenally, Defe@ive, Tentreat you 


| 


00d Philalethes, whoever you arc, to propoſe any other ' Model, 
hat may better-ferve all-the Ends of Religion in'General, or 
hoſe which this particular. Socicry in' England; have had a more 
= Regard £0, in their Eſtabliſhment. For the Ends which 
E&y Na 


ve  drfors;em. (and whereof they have given an 'Ac- 
unt to the World in their Reaſons, and Propoſitions ' lately Pab- 
i'd, and alſo in other Books, and Epiſtles) are ſo deſirable, and 
jo very Juſtifable, that I have' net yer found any that have fo 
h as offer*d to condemn them: however they may have thoughr 

he Methods recommended for the attaining of theſe Ends to be 
proper and Inadequate, or the Ends themſelves not to-be Ar- 
inable in this Life. Wherefore it deſerves thoroughly to be ex- 


f in this Life they be not Artainable, whether it may not be yer 
equiſite to preſs forward, as if they were Attainable, in order to 
; Artainment of them inanother ? Alſo whether the Roguyen 
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Peace arid Aranefty among comending Brethren, che Corveriion. 


a New Retigion ſtatted up in + 


(79 | 
ob-rhe divided and tcatter'd Lini>s of Chriftianity, an Univerta! 


of the Jews, the call of the Turks and other Intidels, -the Reco- 
very of the Apottacy, rhe Renovation of all things, and ſach like, 
be not great and gldrious Enis, worrhy of a trus Difciplehoo | 
of JE CHRIST, and moſt #t by all that profets his Name 
to be. Pray'd for, and e-xdeavour'd' afrer,/ to their utmoſt Ability ? 
Alſo whether che Mcrhods which the Philatelphinn Svctery have 
ptopos'd be propct and Adcquete to theſe Ends of rheir Inſtituri- 
of and Foundation ? | 

By the Deſigns which any one has, and by the Meriods whicl. 
he rakes ro compaſs them, we'can jadge what he is. $9 in lik- 
manner you may hereby withour' mech Difficulry colleR What theſc 
Philadelphians are; and efpecially if they _ be fuppos'd to be 
Sincere in. their Deligns, and to follow-che beft Methods which arc: 
made known to them. Which L believe you will find no. Reaſon 


to Queltion. 
Whercfore you niay re&ific the feveral ftrange Miſtakes, that arc: | 
commonty Entertauyd —_— Phi.adeſphiens, as if they were 
the World, a new $:&, a Cabal, 

and I know not what beſides. For Laffare you they heartily lamenr 
the Diviſions of Chriſtendom, and eſpecially of thar Parr of it which 
profeſſes the Reformation : and they are utterly Averſe to all Seta- 
rianiſm, and Partiality in Religion, though even upon a prerenee 
of higher Puricry. - Whence it is, as you rightly obſerve, that thev 
differ not from the Proreſtant Churches, as ro External Commut- 
mot. Wherzfovc 'wheacver this Queſtion ſhall' be again pur to 
you by any, whertier your Friends or orhers, you may anſwer 
them to this Effect : © They are a Religious Society for the Refor- 
* mation of Manners, for the Advancement of an Heroical Chri- 
© {tran Piery, and Univerſal Peace and Love towards All : who: 
© though they are > ſenfible-of great Corruptions and Dev 
© ations itz moſt, or all, of the Chriſtian Bodies, or Communities, 
* from the Apoſtolical Rule; yer do not therefore formally Diſſenr,, 
© ax ſeparate from ſach a: particular Body, Community, or Church 
* in which theyhave befbreliv*d according ro the beſt of rheirLighe, 
© ant! Underſtanding : mnch leſs do they perſwade others to Dif- 
* fext from-thar Communion, which they are Previouſly oblig'd to. 
+ Aahere to, or adviſc them to. Separate themſelves upon this Ac-- 
* count, Or upon. any other: And though they meer once upon cve> 
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'©.ry Lord's Day'to implore,the good Spirit of God Unitedly-for 


© the effeting of all the aforciaid ,Ends in the Fulneſs of the 
© times, and particularly for a propitious Anſwer to all the 


(i, Prayers and Interceſſions then at the ſame time offer'd up, in all 
© Churches and Afemblics of Chrittians throughout this Kingdom, 


* and throughout the World, which are ſent up with a right 1n- 
© tention, and according to his Bleſſed Will; yet do they not e- 
© ſteem their meeting ſo together to be a proper Breach of the U- 
© nity with their particular Church, which they would till main- 
© tain: but as the moſt Authentick and Declarative At which they 
© can make of their Unity with the Carholick Church, and of the 
© Communion of Saints, -which they do aflert to be here Experienc'd 
< among them, eveu atter a Senſible, (though Spiritual) Manner. 1 
do nor ſay, that thus it is: neither do | hereby at preſent main- 


| ' rain thatir isa Real and Declarative AN of Communion: with the 
||} Catholick Charch, or thar ir ought to be 19 lookd on. , For that. 


depends upon the right ſtating of the Nature of the Catholick 


| Church, (about which the preſent Chriſtian World , whether 


Greek, cr Roman, Proteſtant or Evangelical, is ſo greatly Puzled) 
and of ' the Forma! Reaſon of Communion with it, and of the 


1 different Degrees of this Communion, with the various Modes 


and Expreſſions of the ſame: And (in ſome Meaſure) upon the 
Efteem which they themſelves have of it, or that orhers have of 
it; or thatany Prudent Perſon may be ſuppos'd to have, when 
the Matter of Fatt is truly known, and the Principles and Grounds 


\ of the Fad fairly exhibited : And aſtly upon the ſolution of ſome 


other Intricate Queſtions, which others are as much - oblig*d. to 
Anſwer, as the Philadelphvans. ] will not therefore now main- 
tain their Meetings upon luch Principles,and for ſuch Ends, as they 
do hald them, ro be Politive and Real Acts of Catholick Com- 
munion : Burt I do ſay, that there are not wanting many favou- 
rable emnaione and Morives, to incline one, upon due Conſt» 
deration, to belicve'rhat they -are ſo; and that have aQually in- 
cliu?d theſe ro believe fo, who are altogether Difntereſted one 
Way, or the crher, and not Infincere ip the ſearch after Truth; 
neicher quite ſo Incapable to judge of irs Cricerions, and Signs, as 
ſome wo1ld have. *em to be. And-1 do only defire every ſobcr 
Chriſtian. that koves tlie Truth, which is after God, not to con- 
demn ſich their meeting together, though upon one part of the 
Lord's-Day, as a Breach of Eccleliaſtical Communion, untill wy 
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'rious Pretenſions of the Several Churches, with the Methods that. 
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ſhall have thoroughly examin'd the Preſent State of the Chriſtian 
Churches, or at leaſt fo far as may be requifite in order ro paſs a 

udicial and Definitive Sentence in this Caſe. I know that you, 

hilalethes, are of too Free and Noble a Spirit ro deny me this Re- 
queſt : and what you can't Approve(asI would not have you, or in- 
deed any, ro do without a Rational and Solid Conviction) you 
will not Inſtantly Condemn : but will. ſuſpend your Cenſure, tilt 
the Matter upon which this Caſe depends can be ſufficiently 
Clear'd. But to return from this Digrefſion, 1 procced to. tell 


Ou. 

: That this Society of Philadelphians are not for turning the World 
upſide down, as ſome have Repreſented 'em : they are nor Enemics 
to the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Rights of Any : they know how to 
bear with the Failures of Adminiſtratioa, and the Exigences of : 
Time, if not direRHly againſt the clear Light of Nature or. of the 
Goſpel; and had rather chuſe to Acquieſce under ſome burthenſome 
Impoſitions, than to run the Riſque of diſturbing the Peace and 
Reſt of the Pubtick, either as to Church or State: they ſo fix their {Þ 
Hearts upon the Magnalia Dei upon the Great "Things of God and 
Nature, the deeply Myſtical Work of the Regeneration and Aſcenſton 
of Souls, the Manifeſtation of the Spiritual Kingdom of the Mefgzs, 
the Diſcipline of Divine Philoſophy to her Children, the Glorious 
Events of the Future Blefſed World ; and the Gradual Preparations 
toir: that they hardly think thoſe little Things, (as they Appear 
to them to be when Compar'd wendy au which divide the greateſt 
part of Chriſtians, to be worth their Minding: and are not for ſer- 
ting a Value either upon the Superſticions, or the Particularities of 
this or that Party : As they do nor condemn the Externals or Ri- 
tals of the Chriſtian engon, far as they are made Subſervient 
to the Main Ends thereof, as Morrtification, Juſtification, and the 
Communion gf Chriſt with the Soul ; fo atſodo they nor place ſo 
much in them, as to endanger by an Eager Contention for or «gainſt 
them, the Life, Power, and Energy of the Holy and Undefiled 
Religion of JESUS: they ſeek to Worſhip the Father, through his 


$0, in Spirit and Truth, in whatever Tem £7 Poe Place, they may 
ait 


appar as to their Outward Perſons for that happy 
Day when all ſhall go up to Worſhip the Lord upon one Mountain, 
and in one Icmple, being united into one Spirit: they are moſt ten- 
derly Senſible of the Diſtractions, and Controverſies of Chriſten- 
dom, at this Day; and Some of them being acquainted with the va- 
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have been-taken for the Repulation, or Reformation of the Chief of. 
them bothas to Diſcipline and, Dofrine,and with the remairiing Cor- 
ruptions and Imperfe&ions in them, after all Ordinary Means have. 
been Try'd;have been hence ſtirr*d up to a diligent Reſcarch after 
the Primirive and Original Model of the Church of Chriſt, while 
it kept its firſt Love, and roan Endeavour after the moſt Succeſsful 


| | Methods to-rerrieve the ſame, and .ro re-eſtabliſh the'Catholick 


Unity in the Band of the Spirit, according to the Manifold and 


| | wiſe Diſtribution of its Paſtoral and Prophetical Gifts: "They 


be:ieve that all rhe Learning, Policy, and Power of Man areroo 


| Weak and Ineflicacious to undertake ſo Great a Work as the Re- 


formation and Re-union of Religion; and. therefore are not with- 
out hopes of the Extraordinary Appearance of Godin an. Aﬀair of 
f5 High an Import: They know 'that, the Divine: Wiſdom has: 
made frequently uſe-of the moſt frail and.deſpicable Inſtruments, 


; | robring the greateſt Reyolutions abont in the World, and has., 


rhoughrt- fit to!.effe& the molt, glorious Atchievments through ;: 
thoſe that have been cornted as the Dung of the, Earth; hence they 
ate perſwaded/ that God will confound alt rhe Wiſdom. and 
Strengrh of Man by the moſt Myſterious Stratagem- of his Provi- 
dence, and that he will-make All Fleſh to be Aſhamn''d by thoſe Se- 
cret Springs of his Spirit ,which. are Now at Work: IT hey have 
continually before-their eye; the rhree peculiar; (and moſt. compre- 
henfive)-Tirles of the F6tmder of the Philadelphian Church, and are 
of the Opinion-that they are. all Communicable to every Member 
of it, when they ſhall be fitly Purify'd; and Prepar'd for ſach an 
Inauguration : This they ſay muſt be by the Reſidence of the Glo- 
ry of .God (or the Divine Sehecinah) within, the Soul; variouſly diſ- 
playing and manifeſting irfelf : which is alſo what they .call the 
1nternal Revelation of the Kingdom of Chriſt ;” and is what accord- 
ing tothe moſt Perfe& Dire&ory of all Prayer, they [ſuppoſe 
tiemſelves to be obliged Daily to Petition their Erernal Father 
for, and to perſue after by holy Watchings, AbſtraCtions, and Re- 
colleQion of Mind. Ko | \ſ $2EIT 

By: all this, I hope-you may be able to give a tolerable Judg- 
ment, #Vhat theſe Philadetphians arc; and what they would be.. Bur 
if what has beenalready offer'd be not Satisfaftion enough, and 
you (gitperfiſ to demand Where, and Fhothey are, I muſt beg leave, 
for ſeveral weighty. Reaſons, not to be roo'Open here, rill | ſhall 
have a fafficieur Warrant for ſuch a Publication. But in nos 
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would not have you to look for the Philadelphian Soctety .2mong, thar 


little Company which doth generally paſs by char Name, 'and- is | 
reſorted to as ſuch... For this Society doth not properly conlift of | 


thoſe who meet together for Religious Worſhip at. ſuch cerrain 


Times, and in ſuch a peculiar Manner. - No, it is not confin'd to : 


theſe : bur it doth confiſt of as-many as. are Fellow Waiters tor rhe 
ſame glorious Prize of the; firit Reſurreftion, and the bigh Immu- 


.nities of. the New Jeruſala-Statcy though they never convers'd 


much with them, nor ever faw one Book or Paper of rhis kind, o' 
have ſo much as heard of the very Name of Philadelphian.. .T hi 

Society conſiſts of all thoſe who ſincerely Pray and Labour for ber- 
tcr Times, of all who bear: the Teſtimony of Feſus, which is the 


Spirit of .Propheſie, and the Spirit of Widow and of Revelation; | 


and of all thoſe who in.the Patience of the A of our Lord 
and Mighty Saviour do ſuffer Tribulation and Reproach. The 
Number oft whom may not be ſo. ſmall, as it may'appzar to be: 


and we dare not fay that we are Alone, or that Our Society is | 
made, up of tuch.a.little.- Handful. For I do not deſpair buc that | 


there may be Seven Thouſand Vndefil 4 Names found in this Nation, 
thar (kall be numbred with the Philadelphian Society, when a pub- 
lick and Declarative Inquiſition ſhall be made by the Scarcher of 
all Hcarrs, - The numbers of this Society in other Countries may 
be more Conſiderable, then is' at fixſt cafic to be believ'd. The 


d fr{t Motion-or Eruption of it -may be ſaid ro have been in Germa- 


ny, Where it has ſpread it ſelf chiefly through the indefatigable 
Z:al of ſome of the Clergy; under the Name of PIETISM. By 
which a Foundation has been there laid for a greater Spirituality in 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion then was before Known, or Enterrain'd, 
except by ſome few: and for a greater Propagation thereof among 
well diſpos?d Souls, then was. from the Miraculons Days of the 
Church until that Day. The Advancement that it has already 
made in a very few Years is ſo Conſiderable, thar it much alarm'd 


a Great and Potent Prince, who is {ince gone to his Fathers. Nor - 


is it unknown, I ſuppoſe, to the World how great -a Mediation did 
then interpoſe for the Revocation of thar Prince's Defigns. Con- 
cerning which it cannot b2 deny d, but that they had a very good 
Umbrage, ſeveral plauſible Pretexts, and Reaſons of Stare ; con- 
{idering that the Worſt Men will often take up the beſt Names ; 
and that cven tiioſe who are ſincere ard well .meaning may be at- 
tended with many (and (omneann great) Imperfe&tions, and po 
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F | Court and Church of Rowe, there {tood up others at the ſame time 
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Only with Erroneous, but with DeſtruQtive Notions ; ſome of theta 
for a ſhoner, orhers for a longer while, and ſome it may be eyen 
for their whole Lives: and conſidering likewiſe that ſome leffer 
Exorbirances of PraCtice aftually were, and others yet greater 
might have been commitred, by ſuch as, not having been T aughr 
by the True Guide, had learn'd to attribute their vain and turby- 
lent Enthuſiaſms ro rhe Holy Spirit of God. But thongh we car.- 
not anſwer for the Irregularities, of all that may take up the 
fame Title, or Name, with us, or with our Brethren in Germany , 
er we doubr not but we ſhall approye our Selves, in the ſight of 
caven, and of all the World, as thoſe who follow the true Spiri- 
tual Guide, the Meck and Humble JESUS. Who has-taughr us to 
Pray and Wait diligently for his Appearance; that he may not ſut- 
Prize us, when he comes, without Oil in our Veſſels. | 
I know not whar ſtreſs may be laid upon the Obſeryarions which 
fome curious Perſons have concerning certain Places, which they 
fappoſe to be Conſiderable for certain Fatal (which I muſt rather 
call Providentiat) Propenſions, certain Critical Diſpoſttions, and Pe- 
riodical Mutations in the Inhabitants; and parricularly with reſpe&t 
to the Progreſs of Religion in the World. But however ir be, 
the place of this late Fruprio (if I may fo all ma a Solid, 
Nervous, and Spiritual Chriſtianity, in the Piers Divines, that 
are truly ſo.call'd, is indeed very Singular and ſtrange: and what- 
ever Reflexion may be made hereby upon it, or upon this Society, 
deſerves not to paſs unobſery'd. It is now ſomewhat above a Cen- 
tury and an half fince there began in war (what is ſtiil 
more remarkable) out of Saxony, that Grand Revolution of Reli- 
gion, which by the beſt allow*d Expolitors of Propherical- Scrip- 
rure is call'd the Sardian Reformation, in Contradiſtintion to the 
expected Philadelphian : and it ſeems a little: wonderful that now 
again ſomething ofa like Scene, ſhould begin ſo-to be Tranſacted 
about the ſame Place; and that as there were then many Circum- 
ſtances which did concur rowards ſo ſurprizing and aſtoniſhing a 
Work, ſo alſoat this Day they There are not lacking, if our In- 
formations deeeive us not. And further, as the Engliſh .rc a Branch 
from the German Root, ſo ſome have obſerv'd a Circulation as it 
were from the Root to the Branch, and from the Branch to the 
Root again, in various particulars. Moreover at the. ſame time 
that Dr. Luther preach'd is Germany againſt the Corruptions of the 
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in Switrland, who perſued there the ſamc Deſign, with ſome 
little Alteration. $0 it is alſo at this Day. 

Neitheriare the Philadelphian Society without their Friends in Ro- 
mas Catholick Countries, as well as in Proteſtant. It is no longer 
now a Myſtery ho. the Clergy of the Gallican Church, and that 
even too the moſt conſiderable for Learning and Prudence, as well 
as for Piety,are Ting'd w'th the very ſame Principles upon which 
this Society is Founged. Some hints whercof were given above two: 
Yeats ago in a Preface of rhe Engliſh Editor, before a Book 
Tranſlated out of the High German, and call'd, A Letter to fome 
Divines concerning the Zueftion, Whether God fince Chriſt's Aicen- 
{1on doth any 'more reveal himſelf to Mankind 2 And it begins to 
be notorious cnough,. that this Spiritual Devorion prevails not on- 
ly among the Rechuſe and the Regulars, but even among Secu- 
a and fuch as converſe both in rhe World and in the Court. 
And it is Obſeryable, that even that very Cardinal, who did lay 
the Foundation of the Grandeur of France, was a Favourer of ſuch 
Principles of Devotion : and has left under his own Hand a laſting 
Monument of ſuch his Eſteem , by taking the Pains to Abridge 
t.cm in a, particular Treatiſe, that is deſervedly valwd by Ratio 
naliſts as well as Spiritualiſt Which ſhews that the clcare 
Heads have fallen into this Way, and that the Wiſeſt Miniſters of 
State have not thought it of ſuch pernicious Conſequence (as ſome 
do vainly furmiſe) to the Civil Government. 

Whart Emotions there have been of late Years in Italy, and in 
the Kingdom- of Neples, as | dare not undertake to juſtific rhe puri- 
ty of the Source whence they proceeded ; ſo they are too well 
known to be inſiſted on. But thus much at leaſt may hence be ga- 
ther'd, that there is generally a great Uneaſineſs under the Bur-; 
thens of 'the Dominant Church in thoſe.Parts; and that there are 
ſome good Souls diſpers'd who would gladly embrace a more Spi- 
ritual Religion, over-looking the outward —_ and Pomp o 
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| , Aﬀembly, of ſuch Mcmbers : but you are to conſider them; as. the 
Atlts, which relate to the whole Philadelphian Society;' whither 


| 
1 
| 


dirc&ed to them the laſt Year did ſignifie) and pabliſh'd by ſome 

that are of the ſame Socicty in Exgland, who aſpire after the in- 
| ward Life and Spirit of Religion, * | 
{| Well, you will fay, the inward Life and Operative Spirir of the 
'| | Religion of Chriſt is what we acknowledge to be the Principal, as 


it; 


(hi ſoever .diſpers*d over the whole Earth, (according as-the, Meſſage 
| 


44. | well as they. Herein I find that we do not Diſagree. This there- 


| 


| 
1 I | mY | 
[i And particularly from thsſe of the Church of England ? 


{| | fore (beſides that i isinviſible) can be no diſtindtive Mark eirher 


| |-of rheir Society ia general, or of the particular Society 1n England. 

|| | How therefore are they diſtinguiſh'd from other Chriſtians: 

l [ | | ; 

{| 1 can here tell you that they ſeek not to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
| from others, and that rhe Rule they go by will got ſuffer them to 


| 
Iſl | affect either Singularity, or Superiority: but that they ſeck: rather 
1 


{Þ | Cas far as it is in their Power) not to be Ghai, grace from other 


I | Chriſtians; and more affe& an Univerſality, an 


F 


gencrous and no- 


i; | ble Parity, without encouraging the Sin of Schiſm by the one, or 


| | throwing waſte by the other thoſe Boundaries which the Laws ei- 
«| ther Divine, or Human, have eſtabliſt9d. : They pretend-not to 
A! | determine the Rights of the contending Parties, but leave all things 
| | in Statu uo; without ſo much as cntring into the merit of, the 


{kk | Cauſe of the one or of the other. For they hope, thart if the Dif- 
K | ſcaring Parties, or Socictics, could be perſwaded not to hate one 


1 


| | anorher, and to retire more into the iaward mcek Life of JESUS, 
|| + Matters might poſſibly come to be amicably adjuſted on beth fides, 
anda laſting Union in Religion concluded aot only amarig Protec- 
 teſtants, but even with the whole Chriſtian World. 'T heretorc 
| they freely admir to them thoſe that have a good Will tothe Goſ- 
' pel of Chriſt, and ſcek to be conform?d to 1t in a Pure, Lowly, 
y | Loving and Pcaceable Life, and in all other Mattcrs ſo far as their 
"il Lighr exiends; of whateyer diftercat Perſwaſions, or Opinions, 


} 
| 


_- 
——_— 


| | they may be, which rouch not the Eſſentzals of the Chriflsan Re- 


{ ligion. And let me tell you they arc to much for Peace, that they 
||! would have nothing but ord to ſtand in competition with it :. and 

theſe neither but fo far as that Peace and Truth may be brought. by 
| this Means to kiſs cach other. They look beyond rhe moſt _—_ 
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| 
teraal Conſtitution, as ſeeing that all muſt be Broxen, to make | 
way for that Pure and Spiritual Church-State, which is to deſcend | 
immediately out of Heavea,-c-ording to rhe Repreſearation that we 
have given us inthe Holy Vilions of the highly Bzlov:d Fobn.. And, | 
mzrhiaks, even white I am writing this, I tee darkly as through a | 
Glaſs rhis Angel of the Love deſcending as from. the Holy City, and | 
gently ſtciking ſome of the more eminear Paſtors of the Eſtabii.h'd | 
Church of this Nation, and ſaying as it were to them, * Ariſe: | 
* here is no Abiding Place. There remains yet a more Glorious 
© Work to be done, than your Predecefſors could accomplilh.. 


How are they diſtinguiſÞd from &@ uakers ? 


hey do indeed agree wita tne Q 1akers, though nor | 
as to rhcir external Habirs, or Cuftoms , yer as to the [nternal. | 
Prin: ijl- of 4 Light within. Bat herein alſo, it I miſtake not, they | 
agrec: not atly, with moſt of the, Reformed Churches, but even. | 
with the Church of England it ſelf: Who-do no lets own-this 
Internal Light , or Divine Principle, when rightly Explicated, 
then the Quakers themſelves; and who do no lets lay down ſich 
Grounds, boti in their Articles and Licurgy, from which a Spirit 
of Revelation, or Inſpiration, in rhe Church, may be caſily and 
tully. deduced. 1 know nor, Sir, of what Communion you are,be- 
caute ' you ſpeak in General Terms (ſomewhat Ambiguous) of 
the Proteſtant Churches ; but I am perſwadcd rhar I can prove thliis 
to any impartial Perſon of what Communion you pleaſe, that is 
not perfectly a Socinian, or a. Pelagiin, if he will bur ſtick to rhe 
Principles which he holds, and be content to. follow, where they 
will lead him. Bur I chuſe rather to ſpeak of the Church of 
England, who are uſually (and I think moſt unfairly) miſ. repreſen- 
ted as little Favourers of this internal Principle, of a Spiritual 
and Divinz Light communicated to the Sol, | fpcak as to their 
Principles: And, if they will but be trae to theſe, as | charitably 
hope they are, they ſhall perhaps admire to find rhe Ground work 
of that among themſelves, which they may have never thougat of, 
or which they may have even thought themſelves to be contrary 
to. Neither ſhall I for this purpoſe reter any Man to ſeveral of the 
moſd c:lebrated Wrizers of this Church, ever fince its Reforma- 
tion; from whence. I could bring. many pregnant Proofs of the 
Truth of this Internal Principle, and Light within, as by them 
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'{ 4 maintain'd ; But I ſhall appeal to the moſt Authentical As of ics 
I i Communion, and the moſt ſolemn and conſtant Offices, in which 
| 
j II. The Manner of the Aſſociation of its Initiated Members. 
1 
{ 


all its Members are oblig'd to Joyn, for a Determination of the 
Faith of this Church. Wherefore 1 ſhall make 'my Inquiſition 
| according to theſe Heads, 2iY 

| { JI, The Manner of the Initiation of its Church Members. 

' 4 Ml. The Manner of Commiſfionating its Officers. 
{| { IV. The Daily Miniſtration,, in which both the Church-Go- 
Ii. vernours and Subjeds are jointly<concern'd. | 
| | | V. The Commemorations of the Apoſtles. 
4 | ' T. The manner of the Initiation of its Church Members. This cer- 


- 


' 
| *rainly ought to be allow'd as the Teſt of the Faith of any Church, 
'#/! |-or Chriſtian Society. And moſt eſpecially ſo ir ought to be of thar 
\-Church, or Society, in that Point,or Points; which 1t has hereby an 
\4 4 immediate Reſpect toz and ſo much the more ſtill it this be 
" 4- of only-the Immediate, but alſo the Principal Reſpect, whence 
"4 n the Initiation that the Church, of England uſes for Jrhe 
kt { Admiſſion of-irs Members, if it ſhall a that this Church has 
1 t by it an Immediate and Principal Reſpect to the Internal Principle 
{1 of a Light within, I hope none will be unwilling to ſubmit to it, 
$. {who would be thought Perily 2nd Zadeed Members of it. Now the 
I { -manner of Initiation of Members us'd by the Church of England 
þ ; doth confiſt in the Office of Baptiſm, and in that of Confirmatisn : 
1! 4 *which is a Supplement,andConſummation of the former. And that' 
| | «the Infuſion of an Internal Permanent Lighr, Life, or Spirit, (not 
| { 'barely for Afual Influences , but alfo for -Hebitual Reſidence) is 


'the Principal End of Baptiſm, and which ſhe has an Immediate Re- 
| Conſiderations. 1. That there 1s a Baptiſmal Tuminats:n main- 


— 


'ſpe&t to in theſe her Offices may be colleed from rhe following 
| "tain'd and defended by the very Miniſters of it : and that from this 
| Topick their ſtrongeſt Argumems are drawn againſt thoſe who dif- 
| { pute the Validity either of Baptiſm in-General, or of that of In- 
|! } fants in” particular. -It' matters nor here whether there be indeed 

ſuch a Baptiſmal Illumination, or that it be only bdliev'd to be 
1o : for *tis enough that "they argue conſiſtemtly with their own 
| { Principles; however they-may afrerwards modifie or qualifie the 
[{{ Fame in their Controverſies with others. For this they find them- 


l.! .ſetves oblig'd to, as often as they have to do with thoſe who moſt 
nn | loudly 


— — 
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loudly pretcnd to this Illumination of the Divine Spirir, or Word, 
© ingeneratet[ into. *em, as 2 Viral and"Habitual Prinaple,or as a 
© permanent: Light within, variouſly and' occaſionally cxerung 1t felt 
© inaftual Influences: Ordinary and Extraordinary , as in to m ny 
© Rays of Light procceding from that Life of Light. And that moſt 
chiefly becauſe theſe do at{ert the Communication or Infuſton here- 
of ro be without the Miniſtration of External Baptiſm; which chey 
therefore lay aſide, 2. That Baptiſmand [flumination are taken- by 
many for Synonymous Terms: and that the moſt Clafhcal Expott- 
rors and Commentators of tais Church do make them that are-ſaid 
to have becn Enlightne/, to be only thc BaptiR-d, And it is by- 
ſome ſuppos'd that rhe [nternal Light of Baptiſm, did in the carly 
Days of its Adminiſtration break torch-even exrernally, by a vi- 
{ible Coruſcation. Several Inſtances are brought for the- proof of 
this Zrternal Principle of the Spiritual Light, convey'd in Baptiſm : 
which,” with what further Argumeats might bz drawn from the 
Rigtts of ſeveral Churches, and ſome parricular Cuſtoms of our 
Anceſt >rs, I paſs over. 3. Thar R:&ezeration (which maſt be not 
a new Modification, but a zew Generation) 15 attributed to the recep- 
tion of Baptiſm:T hat rke Subje&t upon which iris confer'd is thence 
calPd a Menber of Chriſt; to fignifie that as reilly as every Mems» 
ber of the natural Body is quickened and influene*d by the Natural 
Soul; fo really is every Member of Chriſt's Spiritual (and Myſtical) 
Body, quicken*d and inflauenCc'd by that Spcrarural and Spiritual 
Principle, which is then ſuppoy'd to be firſt infuſed; as it were a 
new/and higher Soul, or an inward Vital Light : -T hat theace the 
faid SubxX 1s call'd a Chill of Gol, which is not propcriy Appli- 
cable'to any Creature, as ſach, but ſolcly ro Chriſt, who is the | 
only Begotten-Son of the Father ; bur improperly and mediately to | 
rhe Creature, 'ſofar as it is animated with the Spirit of the S:x, 
which teaches it ro cry. Abba Father ; fo far as it is made partaker 
with .bim of the Divine (Nature; fo far as it is flPd with the U--: 
niverſal Light of all Wor'ds, enlightning cvcry one that comes: to; 
it; and fo far laſtly as Chriſt 7s formed within ir, who is alone the 
Fir of. the Father,.'and the Inberitor of the, Kingdom of Heagzeg,, And 
that this Regencration by, and into, the Spir:c of Chrilt is ro be 
counted for anothcr Generarion or Birch, and not a bare Modif- 
cation, or Altcration of -rac firſt, (bur inch lef6 an exteraal Re- 
lation) mav be ſuſſiciently evinced boch from the Argumentation | 
of :r. Paul in his Epiſtles, and trom the Collefts thence firly adeap- | 
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maintain'd : But I ſhall appeal to the moſt Authentical Ag of its 
{| Communion, and the moſt ſolemn and conſtant Offices, in which 
{4) all its Members are oblig'd to Joyn, for a Determination of the 
7] Faith of this Church. Wherefore I ſhall make 'my Inquiſition 
1}; according to theſe Heads, wiY 


I. The Manner- of the Initiation of its Church Members. 
II. The Manner of the Aſſociation of its Initiated Membets. 
NI. The Manner of Commiſſionating its Officers. 
IV. The Daily Miniſtration , in which both the Church-Go- 
vernours and Subje&s are jointly*concern'd. | 
V. The Commemorations of the Apoſtles. 
1. The maner of the Initiation of its Church Members. This cer- 
4; *rainly ought to be allow'd as the Teſt of the Faith of any Church, 
|/};-or Ckriſtian Society. And moſt eſpecially ſo it ought to be of that 
\}- Church, or Society, in thar Point,or Points, which it has hereby an 
|], immediate Reſpect to; and ſo much the more ſtill, if this be 
18 - of only -the Immediate, but alſo the'Principal Refpet, whence 
j# a the Jnitiation that the Church of Exgland uſes for |rhe 
1K -Admiſſion of-its Members, ifit ſhall appear that rhis Church has 
ys by it an Immediate and Principal Reſpect to the Internal Principle 
{7 of a Light within, T hope none will be unwilling to ſubmit to it, 
$; who would be thought Perily 2nd Indeed Members of it. Now the 
0'* -manner of Initiation of Members us'd by the Church of England 
þ} doth confiſt in-the Office of Baptiſm, and in 'that of Confirmation : 
| hh! *which is a Supplement,and Conſummation of the former. And that 
| } «the Infuſion of an Internal Permanent Light, Tife, or Spirit, (not 
1% 'barely for Afual Influences , but alfo for Hebitual Reſidence) is 
5 *the Principal End of Baptiſm, and which he has an Immediate Re- 
| ſpect to in "theſe her Offices may be colle&ed from the following 
Conſiderations. 1. That there 1s a Baptiſmal luminats:n main- 
WE tain'd and defended by the very Miniſters of it : and that from this 
#: Topick their ſtrongeſt Arguments are drawn __ thoſe who diſ- 
pute the Validity either of Baptiſm in-General, or of that of In- 
Is fants in- particular. -It' matters nor here whether there be indeed 
| ſuch a Baptiſmal Illumination, or that it be only believ'd to be 
If fo : for'*tis enough that "they argue conſiſtently with their own 
| i Principles; however they may afterwards "modife or qualifie the 
| |} *fame in their Controverſies with others. For this they find them- 
| | | -ſetves oblig'd to, as often as they have to do with thoſe =__ _ 
ou 
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© ingeneraret into- em, as a Viral and>Habitual Prinaple,or as a 
* permanent: Light within,variouſly and occaſionally cxeriing 1t felt 
© inaCtual Influences: Ordinary and Extraordinary , as in io m ny 
. —_ of Light procceding from that Life of Light. And that molt 
chiefly becauſe theſe do atſert rhe Communication or Iafuliton here- 
of ro be without the Miniſtration of External Baptiſm; which chey 
therefore lay aſide. 2. That Baptiſmiand [lumination arc taken by 
many for Synonymous Terms: and that the moſt Clafhcal Expott- 
rors and Commentators of tais Church do make them that are-ſaid 
to have becn Enlightned, to be only thc Baptit-d. And it is by 
ſome ſuppos'd that rhe nternal Light of Bapriſm, did in the carly 
Days of its Adminiſtration break torch-even externally, by a vi- 
{ible Coruſcation. Several Inſtances are brought for the- proof of 
this Zaternal Principle of the Spiritual Light, convey'd in Baptiſm : 


which, with what further Argumeats might bz drawn from the 


Rigtts of ſeveral Churches, and ſome parricular Cuſtoms of our 
Anceſt >rs, I paſs over. 3. That Re&eneration (which matt be not 
a new Modification, but a ew Generation) is attribured ro rhe recep- 
tion of Baptiſm:Thar the Subje&t upon which it is confer'd is thence 
calPd a Member of Chriſt; to fignifie that as reilly as every Mem» 
ber of the natural Body is quickened and influene*'d by che Natural 
Soul, ſo really is'every Member of Chriſt's Spiritual (and Myſtical) 
Body, quicken'd and inflaenc'd by that $Sapcrarural and Spiritual 
Principle, which is then fuppoyd to be firſt infuſed; as it were a 
new/and higher Sou!, or an inward Vital Light : -T hat the-ice the 
faid SubxX 1s call d a Chill of Gol, which is not propcriy Appli- 
cable'to any Creature, as ſach, bur ſolcly ro Chriſt, who is rhe 
only Pegotten-Son of the Father ; but impropcrly and mediately 10 
the Creature, ' ſo far as it is animated with tne Spirit of the S:x, 
which teaches ir ro cry Abba Father ;, fo far as it is made partaker 


with .bim of the Divine Nature; 'fo far as it is filPd with the U-: 
niverſal Light of all Wor'ds, enlightni1g every one that comes: to! 


it; and fo far laſtly as Chriſt z« firmed within ir, who is alone the 
Fir of the Father,” and the Duberitor of the, Kingdum of Heavey,, And 
that this Regencration by, and into, the Spir:c of Chrilt is ro be 
coantcd for anothcr Gencrarion or Birrh, and not a bare Modif- 
cation, or Alteration of -rac firſt, (bur waxch leſs an exteraal Re- 
lation) mav be ſuſficiently evinced boch from the Argumentation 


__ 


loudly pretend to this Illumination of the Divine Spirir, or Ward, 


of :r. Paul in his Epiſtles, and trom the Colle&ts thence fitly adap- 


1. 
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| | ted by the Judicious Compitcts of the Engliſh Liturgy,” This is al- 


ſo moſt agreeable to the -ycry Original laltitution of Baptifm a- 
mong the: Zews, for. the cniriating of .cheir Proſclyres > in whach 
they did-conceive that a, New Sokl was aftually infugd that, was :on- 
ly capable of Immortality, -and of the: Kingdom of the Mefſrzs : as 
it i5 alſo to that of the Purgative Myſteries 'among the Pythagureans, 
whici do anſwet;tothe Chriſtian Bapriſm ces what a 
moſt Learned: Viadicator of chis Chatch has prov'd. 'T'o conclude, 
the conveyance of ſuch an laternal Principle, whether you call ir 
the Light within; or whatever|. other Name you giyc'to it, - is 
that which the Church of England, from theſe. Conlidera- 
tions, appcars to have an Immediate ReſpeCt 9 her Baptiſm, 
whether it be of Infants or of Adults; as that wher:by the Subject 
ſoadmittcd is conreiv'd to be inſtated; in all the Church Priviledges: 
which muſt be Medutely convey's through this inward Principle 
of the Light, Andit is tharalſoco which che 'Church of England has 
the Principal Reſpett ; as being:that ro which all other Regards. 
arc to boſubſervient and ſubordinate; as deriv'd from it, and cen- 
tring in it, So that this may be ſafely allow'd as a Tcſt of the 


Gaich of a True Church of Englend Man ; who by virtue of 
his tnitiation into it tsno lefs oblig d to believe this __— Light 


itche Soul, then a Quaker is. And if there be Hut a _inter- 
nal Principle once in the Soul, then there can, benno poſſible Rea- 
ſon aflign'd why alſo there may not be truc rfpiration, and Reve« 
lation, as the a&ual Influences and Operations of that Principle. 
Several other Conſiderations might here be,/brought, to conclude: 
this to be the Reaſon of ſuch a ſolemn Rite of Tnitiarion into» the 
Curchand withal to ſhew that no Abuſc of any T:rurtvſhould make: 
us aſham<d to profeſs it; though we ought hereby: ro. beeome mare- 
Wary, and Tender, and fearful of Abuſing it when , we have, or- 
pretending to-ir when we have it not. But I muſt haſten 'to the 
other Hcads. Which I muſt handle with more Brevity. for the 
preſent. The Second is. 


Il. The Manner of the Aſſeciation of its Initiated Members. 


If the former Suppoſition be True that the External Baptiſm of 
the-Church of Exgland is founded upon the Internal Baptiſm of 
the Holy Spirit, or upon the Infuſion into the Baptized Perſon of 
2 New Life, Light, or Spirit; then will nor this latter need to be 


IO 
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prov'd, Namely, that the Euchariftical Celebration in this ſame 
Church is grounded upon the Suftcntation and Angmentation here- 
of,and is delign*d for a mutual Confederation of all irs Church-Mem- 
bers in\the Holy and Spiritual Principle of the Divine Paradiſiacal 
Life, in the Light of the Eternal Wiſdom of God, and in the True 
Spirit of Chriſt. Let but the Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lords 
Supper, or Holy Communion be look'd into, and impartially Exami- 
ned, how -far it may Agree or Ditagrce with this Notion of real 
2nd proper Ulnjon with God and Chriſt, and of Eſſential Commu- 
nion in-rhe Spirir, by all the Participant Members. This will be 
the ready way to Decide the Matter : and that even iadependearly 
on Baptiſmal Regeneration. And indeed I hardly know what cax 


'be ſaid more Nervous, and Full to this Purpoſe, or that would be 


faid with greater Force by the very ſublimeſt Gov then what 
I find in the Exhortation: which being FICIArAdeey and Inftruftive, 

ht therefore to be taken according to the moſt. Popular and Li- 
teral Senſe. ' The Words that 1 abſerve are ,theſe, which are. (as 
I have alrcady hinted) peculiarly Addre(Pd ro the Unlearned rather 
then to the Learned, to the Miot, rather then tb the Phitologiſt : 
viz. Then we Spiritually eat the Bleſb of. Chriſt, and.Drink* his Blood; 
then we dwell in Chriſt, and Cir itt us \, We are; one mith, Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with us.” tn which Words there are theſe three chings Do- 
arinally Deliver'd.- '1. A Spiritual Manducagion of the Fleſh and 
Blood of Chrift; conceraing which the Phitadepbions have many 
things to fay that cannor be declared among, The txotericks. 2. A 
mutual Zrhabitation, or Circuminſeſton, of Chriſt and rhe Soul. . 3, 
A Rccipr al Vnion, or Communication (as the. Schools ſpeak) of 
Idioms, | Fhere feems indeed to be a Lienc3ton ro the Firſt: of 
theſe by the Term Spirizzally; but that is onfy oppoy'd to Carnally, 
and not to Reglly, or Subflantially.  And' th, 1s: ret alſo _obſcr- 
yable thar rhe Catechurhens are not to be admitted. ta.the Parci- 
cipatian of ſo B a Myſtery, but afzer a Profeffion made, tliat 


the Body and B'ood of Chriſt are hereyn YVerily. and indeed taken and re- 
cerved by the Faithful. hich howfoever it be Expticated, if it 
ſignific any thing at all, muſt import that the Doctrine of a Chriſt 
within, or a Light within, as a Vital Principle in the Soul of every 
w orthy Parricipanr, is not contrary, but exatly conformable ro 
the Rites of Aﬀociation, or Confederation, of its Initiared Mem- 
bers. Sol procccd to 
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TI. Tae. Manner of Commiſſinating its Officers. 


And here the Church of Englan4 ſeems to be more Expreſs, 
then ſhe is either in the Forms of Initiating, or Aſſociating her Sub- 
jects. For the Offices both for rhe Ordination of her Prieſts and 
| Deacons, and for the Conſecration of her B:ſhops, do wholly turn 
| | "upon this one Þ ma ve that none ought to be admitted for Offi- 

cers, cr Rulers, inthe Church of Chriſt, but thoſe that are truly 
Call d by the Spirit of Chriſt to that particular Office or -Govern- 
ment in the ſame: and that as a Conſequent hereof none ought to 
pretitme to Exerciſe ſuch an Office or Government in the Church, 
bur, according as they ſhall be nil'd, aftuated, and guided by this 
Internal Spirit and Light of Chriſt, the ſupreme Paſtor, and Head 
of ir. Which may, bz made, I think, moſt Evident. - 1; From 
that Pact, which the Perſons Commiſſonating do bear in this Sa- 
cred Miniſtration. _ 2ly. From that which the Perſons Commiſo- 
nated do bear. '3ly. From the Contents of the Commiſſop. it 1clf, 
that is Deliver'd, 4ly. From the Rite of the Delivery of the Com- 
miſſion, or the Impoſition ,of Hands. And $ly. from that pars 
which all the Aſitants, whether of the Clergy or of the Layety, 
do bear, And rke Evidence in all theſe Particulars will be very 
clear from the moſt natural - and plain - Senſe of the Words and 
Symbolical Rites thefi u&d, without ftraining or diſtorting them 
either way, but taking them according to the ordinary ConſtruQti- 
ON throughout the whole New Teſtament, and the moſt Primi- 
tive Antiquity. From whence alone we can know, what it was 
to be Calfdand Mod by-the Spirjz, to any Office, or Miniſtration 
in the Church: and 'what are properly to be underſtood by the 
Paſtoral, or Doftoral Gifts of the; Holy Ghoſt. And further yet 
to prove how ſenſjble ſke-15 of the great need that there is of Tn- 
pired and En/ightn'd Teachers in the Church, this very Church of 
England doth thrice vey Week ſolemnly ſupplicate the Blefſed 
Trinity #6 JLLUMINATE, all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 


' ſionally to Pray the Fat 
' his He 1G 11 
Day, how that without this Divine Inſpiration, or Illumination, 
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IV. The Daily Miniſtration, in which both the Church-Governors | 


and Subjetts are jointly Concern'd. 


The Church of "3 cn dvoth not only teach her Children Occa- 
er, through the Son, for the [-ſpiration 0 
oly Sfirit ; and inſtrufts them every Lord's Day, and Holy 


the Love of God cannor be perfef, neither the Glerification of his 
Name ſuitable, or Worthy : But the doth the ſame alto in her Con- 
ſtent Offices. For do not her Children beg of Chriſt in the firſt 
place, that he may open their Lips, ſo that they may be able to 
Jhew forth his Preiſe; after the manner rhat the Inſpired Prophets 
did, when their Mouths were open'd by the Lord? D 

from this Opening proceed on, in ConjunRion with the goodly S:- 
ciety, ot the Frophets, the Heroical Army of Martyrs, and the glo- 
rio.1s Colledge of the Apoſtles, and with all the Angelical Orders 


ro + 7 the LORD; that is, after the ſame Manner as they do, 


in his Life, Lighr, and Power. Wherefore alſo doth the Mini- 
ſter ſalute che People with the Salutarion of 'the Angel Gabriel: 
and the People lms the Miniſter with a Lord be with thy Spirit , 
_ ls thar the Spirit of the Lord (as Immanu-El!) may be joyn'd 
wit 

And where 


the Divine Spirit, but that they may be affiſted by it, as an inhe- | 
rent Principle of Light, how they ought to Pray unto, and Praiſe | 


him ? they not therefore Approve of Prayer by the Spirit ? 
Yea do they not even remind God of thoſe Noble and Miraculous 
WY, that have been wrought by his Spirit, both Internally 
and Externally, in former Days? And do they not preſs him to 
Ariſe, and Help them, as Antiently in the Church he was usd to 
do: and to deliver 'em by ſome Wonderful and Extraordinary Ap- 
pearances? And why do they tell bim that his Honour is ſo con- 


cern'd to do: than which nothing can'be more proper in the 
Mouth of a Philadelphian 2 


o they not as 


ts ___ in bis Miniſterial Officcs then to be perform'd ? | 
ore do they both mutually Deprecate the Remwal of | 
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: 


$ | with Sizgular and Marvellous Gifts of the Haly Ghoſt, 
| leave him deſtirite of ſuch his Manifold Gifts, (if they. be Pray'd 
for, and Bclicy'd in} nor yet of Grace to uſc them aright. 
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V. The Commemorations of the Apoſtles. 


But as there are ſeyeral Footſteps, of this Daftrine of an. Internal 


"Principle of Light, which the Philadelphians ftrenuoufly maintain, 


Obvious in the Daily Miniſtration of the Church of England, 
wherein both Governors aud Subjefts are concern'd ;, ſo there is 
per ſomewhar ftill more Notable in the Commemorations of che 

oly Apoſtles by her Celebrated: For the very Originat Ieſtiruti- 


[1 | .on of theſe feems to be for'no ether End but to preferve an Uſe- 
$4 | ful Memorial of their Deeds and Sufferings, and of the great and 
| | excellent Gifts of the Holy Spirit, conferr'd upon *em ; that ſo 
Fil the Preſent Church, and eſpecially its Officers, may be hereby in- 
Ji | cited to infiſt in their Steps; aud fo to hope for the Pawerful 
Fy Communications of the ſame Blefled Spirit, in order to a Right Go- 
4 | verament of Ir. . And 1 do not ſee why a Church of. England 


Man, as Such, may not pray to be Enlighten'd, by the Dottrine 


! | of the Holy Apoſtle, and Evangeliſt St. Jobs, who treats ſo par- 


ticularly of the Divine Light; to be made a Partaker of the Gifts 


M1] | and Powers of the World to come , through the Preachin 

18 | and Epiſtles, of the Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, who has ſpoken {0 

s | diſtinaly concerning them; and tro be endued with thoſe. {cs 
ena 


Abilities, which were by Chriſt committed tothe Glorious 

ſle St Peter, that fo rhe Biſhops , and Paſtors, may. be ,cna- 
bled (like him) to feed the Flocks, entruſted to.their Charge. Nei- 
rher do] ſce, why any Church of England Man may nor ſafely 
Peay. 10: be filled with the Holy Ghoſt, for a right Judgment;in all 
Sacted: Matters, when he'commemorares the plentiful Effiſian of 
it upen all the Apofttes ::or why, in particular, he may not wait 
in Faith for fuch a'Eubefs of it, as was given to the firſt Martyr 
Sr. Stephen: or why ſtedfaltly looking up to Heaven, he may nor 
alſo hope to behold rhe Revelazios of the fame Glory: or laſtly , 


e- Barna 


[1 | | why, being cftablifh'd in the Truth of the ſame le e may 


Not expctt that, as God did 'endue his Holy, A 
e will not 


/ Now 
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Now from a ſincere Inquiſition ago all theſe Heads I have '! 


been driven ro conclude, that the Church of Exgland, according 


to her Principles, and alſo to her Solemn and Conſtant Devott- | 
ons, doth no ko fayour the Internal Principle of a Divine Light, ': 
when rightly ſdated, then even thoſe who are at this Day the moſt | 
of all Exclaim'd againſt for it. Each,of theſe Heads might have 
been much more —_—_ and others alſo might eaſily | 
have been Added. But if all this ſhould not be SatistaRtory, 1 
have yet a Reſerve behind : which I am ready to produce, if there: | 
ſhall be occaſion for it, to juſtifie the Principles as of the Catho-- | 
lick Church, fo of the Church of Engl nd in this Poinr.. | 
* Very well, you will fay : Idefir*d ro know, how the Phzladel-. 
* phians are diltinguiſh*d from the Zuakers ; and you tell me that: | 
© they are zot diſtinguiſh'd from Them, neither from the Church. | 
* of Englandit ſelf, as ro-the Grand Point of the Iaternd! Light. | 
* But rhen, ſay you, why do nor theſe diſtin&tly ſtare what they | 
© mean by it; which is ſo capable of being miſunderſtood,. | 
"and fo liable to be Abngd ? This, if it can be done, will an- | 
*{wer the Intent of that. Queſtion, . concerning their Diſcriminati- 
© on from the. Quakers, 
1 anſwer, that the Philadelphians do ſtate ir, after the ſame man-- | 
ner as Fuftin Martyr, and the moſt Early, and 'Soundeſt, Writers.. | 
of the Catholicx Church, They will refer you therefore to theſe, | 
with whom they .exprefs their full Concurrence : who, they fay, |: 
were not ſuch Enemies either to a Publick, or Private Spirit of: | 
Revelation, as the Moderns commonly ſeem to be. Burt theſe are 
the more to be excus'd, in that the Exceſſes of: ſame wild Preten- | 
ders to Inſpiration have been ſo Enormous, within our own Me-- | 
mory, as to warp many ſober Minds too much to the-other fide. | 
Whercof this Society being ſenſtble, they ſtudy no lefs to guard: | 
themſelves againſt the Quick-ſands of Credulity, then againſt rhe - || 
Rock of Hrcredulity. Wherefore though they deſpiſe not. Propheſy- 
ing , yet-they examine all things, and+ will have rhe Spirit of Pro- | 
pheſie to be tryd by the Prophers, Neither do they receive it: but 
according to thefe Limitations : viz. Wo 
i No Private is to oppoſe its ſelf to. a Publick Spirit of Reve- 
ion, 
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JE. No Private Spirit of Revelation is to- oppoſe it ſelf to a 


-:Publick Conftirution; though it be not of Immediate Divine Ap- 


-pointment. [Where by Publick Conſtitution I meat both the Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Power : and by Oppoſing it, 1 mean the Uſar- 
pation of a Supreme Di&atorial Power, which would oblige the 
C onſciences of others] »& . 

II. The Scriptures, according to the Canon: thereof by 'us re. 
cciv'd, are a Compleat Rule to the- Church, both with-Refpet 
ro Faith, and Manners: and is therefore ro be the Standard of all 
Succeeding Revelations, or Inſpirations. ; | 

IV. No Private Spirit of Revelation has a Right to ſer up a New 


; Rulc, but only to Interpret the former ; and even that bur for its 


own Private ue, and fcr that of as many as ſhall be convined of 
the Truth of it. * -þ 

V. The Truth of the Hiſtory of Holy Scripture-awſt remain 
inviolable: and muſt not be raken away, or diminiſh'd, by any 
Myſtical Inerpretations whatever. T 

VI. Every prerended'Spiric of .Revclation that confeſſes not the 
Creſs of JESUS. of Nazareth: or that woald find out Another Jeſus, 
mult be Anathema. 

VII. The true Spirit of Revelation cannot abide with any but 
Holy and Humble Souls. 

According to theſe Reſtri&ions and Limirations Thev can judge 
of a Spirit of Revclarion, cirkcr in:themſelver, or in others whe- 
ther: ir' be True, or Falſe; wheracr ir be Good, Bad, or Mixt. 
And-ifchey cannot fo perfcaly judge in this Caſe, they leave it as 
-it is, without daring cirhcr potirively, to Accepr, or Rejc& it: 


Al ! -unrilche>Light ſhall break ſoclearly up, as to ditpell alt Doubts. 
| .Accordirg alſo to theſe Reſtriftions They do judge of the Princi- 


ples,:and the Praftices., which arc ſaid ro have been diftared, or 
directed, by Divine Inſpiration: and do leave others to do fo 
-likewiſc. But of theſe you may ſee more in ſome Experienc'd 
Myſtics, who have written- concerning the. Diſcermment of Sf rits : 


* and in the Occaſional Writings of Some'arf their Society, but e- 
| ſpecially in the Edvtors Pretace, before rhe Secand Volume of Mrs, 


Leads Fountain of Gardens, with rcfpeCtt to ſome Bocks of that 
Aurhcr latciv fent abroad. | 
And hcre 1 might ſpeak to the Qicrr con<+rning the Peculiar 
Principles and Praficcs of the ſhilat:hhiaas ; as which zre ſaid 
a9 be cithcr Feunded upon, cr Co.firm'd by ſuch a Sp:rit of Re- 
| ks. 
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yelation.ia ſome private Perſuns. But ſince they do not impoſe 
them on. others, | ſhall beg leave to paſs 'cm over at this time. 59 
1 hall only deliver you my Thoughts of thar {ingular Opinion ot 
Theirs,known by you, That rhe Coming of Chriſt is near as Hand. You 


fay you could not diſcern from what TopicksThey could fetch their 
Evidence: For ir cannor be found-out by Reaſon z neither by /7 vate 
Revelation, without a Sign ; nor yer by the Fublick Fevelation Of 
the Scriptures, which are by you ſuppos'd to make rather againft, 
then for them. ' As to the firſt of theſe they grant rhat this 1'hing 
cangot be found our by it : bur yet they are apt to think that when 
once it is Diſcover*d by Revelation, it may be Kationally Confirmd by 
certain Phenomena in Natare. As to the S:cond,they chule rather te 
Wave, then abſolately to lay it aſide. For they themſelves may 
poſſibly have an InternalEvidence hereof, withour an ExternalSign, 
or Aflurance ro others : and therefore may be allow'd to warn and 
awtken the World, that they may m__ againſt that Great and Solemn 
Time. As with ſome Prophets it has been: who haye been found 
to At conformably to this Zrternal Evidence alone, and that with 
good Succeſs. Burt this I am Inform'd is under the Management 
of another Pen, ypgg!whom this Task has bcen laid by a Pcrton 
of yery,great ew ; 

But as to rhe Third} which is the Publick Reyclation of-the 
hn pnaneh, the are moſt willing to joyn Ifluc there. Notwith- 


ſtanding they diſtinguiſh in the firſt place, what they here mean 
by the Coming of C brift; and what by the ne«r Approach of it. Now 
I do not find that by the Coming of Chriſt, when they fay rhat ir 
is near, they underſtand his Vilible Appearance in the Clouds : 
but a coming in Spirit, or in powerful Demonſtrations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, for the Edifying an Hoiy and Perfect Church upon the 
Earth, amidſt whom the Living Oracle, and the Shecinah, or Taber- 
nacle of Glory may remain: that may be as the Firſt Fruits of a Full 
Harveſt afterward to be gather'd in. And by the near Approach 
of this Spiritual Coming of Chriſt, afrer an Extraordinary Man- 
ner,they mean no more but that the Firſt Breaking out of it is very 
nigh, (probably in chis preſent Generation) bechuls there are alrea- 
dy ſome Witneſſes hereof rars'd up in diverſe Countries; and that 
ſhall be a-Gradual Succeſſhhon and ah np of the ſame, 
ill the whole Number of the Firſt Born be made up; fo that the 
ter Born, or the Remnant of the Seed, may in proceſs of time come 
alſo to be Admirted iato one ens, - 
| | So 
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= the Fall of the 'Lenth Part of the City, the Second and 


ginning: of the''Reign of Anti-Chrift, yet they maybe able to 
(s before Ex- 


therefore: of- RE for the near Approach” of Chrilt in 'th 


Powers of his Spitit, 1 ſhall rake from the Great Line/ of Fcele- 
deſiaſtical Time, which was given by the Numberer of Secvets to 
- the Prophet Daniel, and was to expire with = Purikcation of 
the San&tuary, which is the Relbieurion of the Churdt to its Pri 

-meval State: Now nothing mote will wanr ro: be fyppos*d Here, 
bur that. ing tothe Propherical Stile, a Day' is taken for a 
Year.| $0-that fron: the Date of the: Viſion untill that Blefſed 
Time, there wereto pa6 away two Thouſand and three Hundre 

Years... - Now let ts examine, if you- pleaſe, whether' theſe be 
yer. drawing near to- a Period. This will nor be difficult ro find 
our :- ſince-1t ſhall nor be neceſſary hereto to be very Nice in our 
Calculations.. This. we'\may be eafily affur*tof, that Denie! Pro- 
pheſied-:abour' Six Htidred Years before the Birth of Chriſt : 
and that the Date of 'this Viſion, which was in rhe third Year 
of ' rhe Reign of BelſhaRar (call'd Nebo Niddochus) conld not be a+ 
bove three or- four Year more-or lefs; accordingen the Compu- 
ron. off ſome Indifferent Perſons;. Now: if to # Hundred yor 
TE . 1 


in our 
el Pro- 
hriſt : 
| Year 
be a+ 


ompu- 
& you 
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fhall add the Years, that are lapfed rice Chriſt, you will find 
this Term allotred for the Purification of the Church to expire 


about the end of * this prefent" Centuty. ” This groſs * 609 
Calculation will be fufficient for m Patpith arid for that 1705 
of rhe Society. Since they are Sthſible,” that an exat —  - 
S$ratiny into this Matter is of very gteat Dificalty, 2395 


if not of abſolute Impoſſibility : upon thetc Accounts, 

1. We cannot be certain of what Variation there may be in the 
Years, the odd Days ja the ſpace of ſeventy Years making up 
one Compleat Year. 2. We'cannot be very C:rtain what may 
be the truc Are of Chriſt's Birth ; ſom: Chronologilts Jag 
it two, three, or even four Years higher or lower. 3. We can- 
not be certain what, or how long may be the Sh:rtening of rhe 
Time, which is Promis'd. All which ought to make every one 
very Careful in Determinations of this Kind. Bur yer all due 
Allowances being made, the Diſtance will not be confiderable : 
and the Philale/phian Society may well bc exctrsd for Alarming the 
World againſt ſuch a folemn Day, as is drawing on, in ordcr 
to prepare for it by a guod Life, Uaiverſal Charity, and Union among 
the Chriſtian Chsrches. 

Another Motive of Credibulity from Scripture-Revelarion for 
the near Approach of a Great and Signal Reformation in the 
Church, according to the moſt perfe&t Model, I fhall take from 
that molt Antient laterpretation,.cr Application, (Generally Re- 
ceivd by the Primirive Chriſtians) of the Seven Days of the Crea- 
tion and Reſt of the World ; the Seven Great Days, cach contain- 
ing a Thouſand Years, which Allotment ſeems to be favour'd by 
no 1cf$ a Perſon than St. Peter. Whence if there be, according to 
the known Tradition of one of the greateſt Schools among the 
Jews, about two Thouſand Years allow'd before the Law, as mz- 
ny under it; and as many after ir, in the preſent Diſpenſation of 
the Chriſtian Church; it will follow that as the Seventh Thou- 
ſand Years are to be the Gran1 Sabhatical Day of this Our Orb z 
ſo the Preparation for it muſt be ſome proportionable Time betorc, 
in the Sixth Thouſand, like as the Fewiſh Sabbath did begin upon 
the Evening of the Sixth Day ; and according as ir is Propheſy'd, 
At Even tide it ſhall belight. How long this Proportionabl= Time may 
be I do not fix: but I think it may be pretty n-arly Calculated r :m 
the Type. However I ſhall not lay any greater ſtreſs upon ſuch T y- 
or Myſtical Explications, though well grounde1, than you 
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that ir is not conteſted,to have been a ery carly, and a ycry ſpread- 
ing Bclict in the Church, | 

| There are ſeveral. other Arguments and Motives, which may be 
extracted out of the Holy Scxiptures, for the Authencicating ſuch 
a Belief as this Bur becaufe inordcr ro make them Convittive, 
ſome things muſt be previouſly Prov'd, which I will not beg to be 
S:1ppos'd; therefore I cannot make uſe of 'em at preſent. So I am 
neccſftared ro wait till the way be more clear'd: and what relates 
ro the Courle of the Jubilees, the Feaſt of Tabernacles, as alſo that 
of Trumpets, and the Signs of the Times I muſt paſs oyer; with 
ſom2 Chronological Diſquiſitions rhat might be roo Intricare ſor the 
greateſt part of Readers, who love not ro puzle themſelves with 
Difficulues of this Kind. 

What relates to the Periodical Succefſions of the Church, ac- 
cording ro the Seven Typical Churches of Aſia; and eſpectally 
ro the Period now abour beginning : and to the Solution of that 
Queſtion, whether the Seventh and the Sixth b2 Concomitant, or 
Succefive States; Iam oblig*d toconſider, (if God ſhall enable me 
by his Spir:t, that Searcheth the hidden things) 1n Anſwer to ſome 
Queſtions lately ſent from a very Learned Qu:riſt. In the m:an 
time I ſhall only ſay, that we now ſeem to be drawing near to an 
End of the Sardian State: and that rhe Weak Bzginnings of the 
Philsdelphian will concur with this, till it obtain more Strength, 
and the former be made to give place to it. For which Bleſſed Days 
to Watch and Pray is the Peculiar Employment of this Society : 
that ſo LOVE may triumph over all, unite all Breaches, cement 
all Ruptures, and reconcile all Differences; that amidlt all the Con» 
teading Brethren,who profeſs the Name of Chriſt,an Univerſal Pezce 
may be eſabliſh'd in which Mercy and Truth may meet each other 
and that the Angelical Hoſts beholding the Peace'of our Jeruſalem, 
may again Sing Glery to God in the Higheſt ;, and cry tocach other, 
Flow Geod and bow Pleaſant is it f.r Brethren thus to dwell together in 


Vuity! 

This is the Phiade/phian Al rm, which they have now b:gun to 
found : and will nor give over to ſound, rill the Revived Church 
of Jeruſalem, in Fhi'adelphia, be Lailt as a ay that is compaTed to- 
&ether, by the indiffoluble Knor ot Fraternal Love. Neither are 
they afraid to expoſe th-mſ-lv25s ſo: ſo Excellent a Cauſe, as they 
have appcar'd for : but do the mare loudly redoudle their Cry, Ariſe, 
© ye Prethren, and !et 25 go up together uxto the TESTIMONY of 

| ras 
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Iſrael, to give Thanks unto the 4 of the Lord. For there do fit the 
Thrones of JUDGMENT. : 
- be And while Lam but menrioning this, my Heart even burns with- 
ach in me for Zcal ta our Common Country, that they may hear the: 
: Voice of this Cry,which is now ſounded in their E>rs: and may 


"be lay aſide all little Animofiries and Bitternefſes; ſo agreeing ro 
—_ worihip the Lord with one Lip and with one Hearr, in Peace and 
ates Love witto.r End. , ; | 

hat Whether chis may be thought Worthy of the Cogniſance,. or 
ith Conſultations, of the Governors and Repreſenratives of the Church 
the Eſtabliſh'd by Law, as alſo of the ſeveral Clafſts of Dilleating 
ich Brethren from her (who do nor generally ſo much: as pretend ro 


Diſſeat, but for the Cauſe of greater Purity and Spirezuatity) I leave 
you, Sir, (and Them) ro contider. And how fir:an Enterpriſe 
ly of this Nature, when freed from. Miſtzken Conſtructions, may be 


hat fit to be Promorcd by Both ; and how far ir may alſo hope for the: 
or Favourable Concurrence at this time, and Encouragement of all 
> Reform'd (1f nor of all Chriſtian) Princes, and Siarcs;. and (in.a 
me Special Manner) of Such Now Bearing rhe Key of the Govern- 
_—_ ment in this Kingdom, for ſome End yer reſerv'd in God's Secret 


Cabinet; and particularly, of that. Noble and Honourable Afſems 
the bly which isNow Sitting,and Conſulting tae moſtProbable Ways and 
Means to Secure Peace and Proſperity to;T his Nation ; . If the faid 
ays Enterprize ſhall be found Suitable and Proper to thoſe. Ends of the. 

4 Philadelphian Society (at Home and Abroad) which have becn Pro- 
. ro,d; I leave you alfoto conſider, and the Supreme Mover of all 


ent 

__ Hearts to direct. : * 

<5 Thus have 1 freely open'd ro you the Sence of this Society, and 

Akig the Grounds of their Pretenſions : And in whar I have been de- 

= fetive you will do, Sir, an Acceptable Piece of Service in fig= 

way nifying it to Your Humble Servant, 

Fe T baladelrhus.. 

Second Meſſage to the Philadelphi-n Society ;, and Touch-ſtone to the ga-- 

1 tO ther'd Churches, p. 107: 

rch This is the PHILADELPHIAN Church which I muſt Pro- 
tg- claim; and which is already , in ſome Meaſure, Begun : :And, 

are though at firſt ir has but a littie Streag:h, and be Compararively as 

hey aGrain of Muſtard Sced,it ſhall ſpring up as a mighty Tree ; whence - 

iſe, the Lebazon-Glory, under the Shadow of it, will come to open, 
of in Power and MAJESTY. © FOS” | 


_ See Seder Olam.p.. 147. 
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that ir is not conteſted,to have been a ery carly, and a ycry ſpread- 
ing Bclicf in the Church. ; 

There are ſeveral: other, Arguments and Motives, which may be 
extracted yur of the Holy Scriptures, for rhe Authencicating ſuch 
a Belief as this Bur becaufe inordcr to make them Convittive, 
ſome things muſt be previouſly Prov'd, which I will not berg to be 
S:1ppos'd; therefore I cannot make uſe of 'em at preſent. So I am 
n:ccſitared ro wait till the way be more clear'd: and whar relates 
to the Courle of the Jubilees, the Fealt of Tabernacles, as alſo that 
of Trumpets, and the Signs of the Times I muſt paſs oyer; with 
ſome: Chronological Diſquiſitions that might be 100 Intricare ſor the 
oreateſt part of Readers, who love not ro puzle themſelves with 
Diftculuics of this Kind. | 

W hart relates to the Periodical Succefſions of the Church, ac- 
cording ro the Seven Typical Churches of AJta; and eſpecially 
ro the Period now abour beginning : and ro the Solution of thar 
Queſtion, whether the Seventh and the Sixth be Concomitant, or 
Succeſſive States; Iam oblig'd toconſider, (if God ſhall enable me 
by his Spir:t, that Searcheth the hidden things) in Anſwer to ſome 
Queſtions lately ſent from a very Learned Qu:criſt. In the m:an 
time I ſhall only ſay, that we now ſeem to be drawing near to an 
Ed of the Sardiaz State: and that the Weak Beginnings of the 
Philsdelphian will concur with this, till ir obtaia more Strength, 
and the former be made to give place to it. For which Bleſſed Days 
to Watch and Pray is the Peculiar Employment of this Society : 
that ſo LOVE may triumph over all, unite all Breaches, cement 
all Ruptures, and reconcile all Differences; that amidlt all the Con» 
teading Brethren, who profeſs the Name of Chriſt,an Univerſal Peace 
may be eftabliſh'd in which Mercy and Truth may meer each other 
and that the Angelical Hoſts beholding the Peace'of our Jeruſalem, 
may again Sing Glery to God in the Higheſt ; and cry tocach other, 
Flow Gcod and how Pleaſant is it f.r Brethren thus to dwell together in 


Vnity | 
This is the Phi ade/phian Al rm, which they have now b-gun to 
found : and will nor give over to ſound, rill the Revived Church 
of Jeruſalem, in Fhi/adelphia, be Laiit as a Clty that is compaed to- 
&ether, by the indiffoluble Knot of Fraternal Love. Neither are 
they afraid to expoſe themſ-lv2s fo: ſo Excellent a Cauſe, as they 
have appcar'd for : but do the mare loudly redouvle their Cry, Ariſe, 
© ye Frethren, and !et 25 g0 uz Together unto the TESTIMONY of 
| rae 
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Iſrael, to give Thanks unto the Nam? of the Lord. For there do fit the 
Thrones of ] U D GMENT. —_ 
And while 1 am but menrioning this, my Heart even burns with-/ 
in me for Zeal t9 our Cotmnidp Countr , that they may hear the: 
Voice of this Cry,which is now ſounded in their E>rs: and may. 
lay aſide all little Animoſiries and Bitterncfſes; ſo agreeing ro 
worihip the Lord: with one Lip and with-one Hearr, in Peace and 

Love witho.r End. | 
Whether this may be thought Worthy of the Cogniſance, or 
Conſultations, of the Governors and Repreſentatives of the Church 
Eſtabliſh'd by Law, as alſo of the ſeveral Clafſts of Dillenting 
Brethren from her (who do nor generally ſo much: as pretend ro 
Diſſeat, but for the Cauſe of greater Purity and Spirezuatity) I leave 
you, Sir, (and Them) ro conlider. And how fir: an Enterpriſe 
of this Nature, when freed from. Miſtaken Conſtructions, may be 
fit to be Promorced by Both ; and how far ir may alſo hope far the: 
Favourable Concurrence at this time, and Encouragement of all 
Reform'd (1f not of all Chriſtian) Princes, and Siatcs; and (in.a 
Special Manner) of Such Now Baring the Key of the Govern- 
ment in this Kingdom, for ſome End yer reſerv'd in God's Secret 
Cabinet; and particularly, of that Noble and Honourable Aﬀems 
bly which isNow Sitting,and Conſulting tag moſt Probable Ways and 
Means to Secure Peace and Prof! parnry to.T his Nation; . If the faid 
Enterprize ſhall be found Suitable and Proper to thoſe. Ends of the 
Philadelphian Scciety (at Home and Abroad) which have been Pro- 
ro,;d, I leave you alſo to conſider, and rhe Supreme Mover of all 

Hearts to direct. | 
Thus have 1 freely open'd ro you the Sence of this Socicty, and 
the Grounds of their Pretenſions : And in whar I have been de- 
fetive you will do, Sir, an Acceptable Piece of Service in fig= 

nifying ir to Your Humble Servant, 
IT baladelphus.. 


Second Meſſage to the Philadelphi-n Society ;, and Touch-ſtone to the ga-- 
ther d Churches, p. 107: 

This is the PHILADELPHIAN Church which I muſt Pro 
claim; and which is already, in ſome Meaſure, Begun : And, 
though at firſt ir has but a little Streagrh, and be Compararively as 
aGrain of Muſtard Sced,ir ſhall ſpring up as a mighty "Tree ; whence - 
the Lebanon-Glory, under the Shadow of it, will come to open 
in Power and MAJESTY. : FOST- 
es See Seder Olam:p.. 147. "a 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
S'T A, | 


Y Ince theſe Sheets were gone to the Preſs there came 
Sg to my Hand a Piece, call'd Bowrignianiſm DeterFed: 
| wherein I expected (from its more General Intent ) 
1} ro find ſomething relating co the Pretenfions of 7his Society. 
14] But the Learned and [ngenious Authot gives one Compre- 
13} henfive Blow at them, and many others. For he is pleay'd 
Fi} to fay, That Orr Q1akers and Philadelphiars, as well as 
[}:#5+ Quietiſts and Pictiſts abroad, are of the ſame Kidney, 
| w#d do all fland upon the ſame Foundation; ſo thit what 
"tl overiurns one, overtarns all. They may have truly, for 
fl ought I know, the ſame Reſolntion of Faith: but whether 
{| this may involve all under the ſame Condemnation I leave 
l | 'you to conſider, Sure I am that Our Church of England Men 
x and Preſbyterians, as well as the Unitarians and Zuingli- 
Mar; both at Home and Abroad, are not fo very eaſily to 
TY be Wounded all by one Blow ; though they pretend to 

9 ftand all #por ore Fonndation, and do Reſolve the Piinci- 
ples of their Faith, according to the ſame Ryle. And not- 
withſtanding the Principle of an Internal Light be that 
which all theſe do pretend to alike, yet none have written 
better, or with more Perſpicuity and Solidity, againſt all 
ul Enthufiaſtical Impoſtures and Deluſgons, then they who have 
Fg poſſels'd the ſame Principles ſuch as the Profuund Fear de 

il 1z Cruz, and ſeveral others. Let the- Caſe of Antonizs 
| Bowrignon be what it will, I deffre that Juſtice may be done. 
Wl And [ hope to fee her Trxe Chara@er uodertaken by One, 
W that is neither a Friend, nor an Adverſary. 
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Books lately Publiſhed by ſome of the Phi. 
| ladelphian Society. ' 


| | ; 1.149 Ot 
A Letter ts ſome Divines, concerning the Queſtion, /Whetht 
God {ince Chriſt's a_—_— doth any more Reveal himſel 

to Mankind by the Means of Divi1e Apparitions 2 «With an Exp 
Account of what God had beſtowed upon a Noble Maid , 'from-th« 
Seventh Year yntil now.. Written Originally ja High Dytch 
1695. Price 1 5, & 4” 


The Laws of Paradiſe, Given forth by Wiſdom £9 # Tranlare 
Spirit. 1695. Price&d., . | ee. ; 
The Wonders of God's Creation manifeſted in the Variety of Eigh 
Werlds, as they were made known Experimentally to the Ayzhor 
Z. L. 1695. Price 6d. | hy 
The Meſſage of the Philadelphian Ssciety, Whitherſoever diſperſe 
over the Whole Earth: Wirtha Second Meflage to the ſame Society 
and a Touchſtone to the Gathered Churches. By 7. Lead, 16906 
Price 6 d. | 
The Tree of Faith, or Tree of Life, ſpringing up in the Paradiſ 
of God. From whichallche Wonders of the New. Creation mul 
proceed. To which is Added, 
The Ark of Faith, as a Supplement to the Same, containing { 
Diſcovery of the New World. By 7. Lead, 1696. Price Bound. 1 $ 


A Fountain of Gardens Watcred by the Rivers of Divine Plea 
\ure, and Springing up in all the. Varicty ofSgiritiml Plants ; blowt 
up by the-Pure Breath into a Paradiſe. To which is Prefixed { 
Poem, Intreduf&ory to the Philadelphian Age, call'd Solomon's Porch 
or the Beautiful Gate of Wiſdom's. Terple, 1697. Price 4 5. 


A Fountain of Gardens, Vol. TT. Being a Contitwation of rh; 
| Proceſs of a Life according to Faith, of the Divinely Magica 
Knowledge,andof the New Creation,in Mutual Entertainments be 
twixt the Efſential Wiſdom and the Soul in her Progreſs througt 
Roatie, to Mount Sjoz, and to the New Zeruſalemz 1697 

rice 4 5. ; 
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MN: alaradaiaor oh Brie uf which Hill oi 
| to be, Preach'd till the Hour ys Chriſt 'S Ercrnal ] 
come: Whertby- will be Proclaim'd the Laſt ul Jo Jubilee, 


in ordcr to the Reſtitution of the Nejinpoy Lapſed Creation, whether 
luman/ or Angehical, 1697. . Price 6d. 


| "4 New Tears Gift, or a Token of Love to all Perſons of what 
Perſwaſion-ſoever. In three Parts. By Mary Sterrel.. 


N.,, Earneſt Call of the Eternal Love of God. Publiſhed in the 
Beginning of this 1696 Year i in High Dutch, and Printed in Am- 


(4, Rerdam. Price 44. 
Thcoſophical T ranſaQtions, Number I, 11. Il. 


['J}} Propoſitions cxtrafted from the Reaſons for db Foundition 
'F/ 2ad Promotion of a btn Society. Price 34. - - © 
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